
BREEDS



Dairy breeds of cattle
 1. Gir This breed is otherwise 

called as Bhadawari, Desan, 
Gujarati, Kathiawari, Sorthi, and 
Surati.

 Originated in Gir forests of South 
Kathiawar in Gujarat also found 
in Maharashtra and adjacent 
Rajasthan.

 Basic colours of skin are white 
with dark red or chocolate-
brown patches or sometimes 
black or purely red.

 Horns are peculiarly curved, 
giving a ‘half moon’ appearance.

 Milk yield ranges from 1200-1800 
kgs per lactation.

 This bread is known for its 
hardiness and disease resistance.



 RED SINDHI
 This breed is otherwise called 

as Red Karachi and Sindhi and 
Mahi.

 Originated in Karachi and 
Hyderabad (Pakistan) regions 
of undivided India and also 
reared in certain organized 
farms in our country.

 Colour is red with shades 
varying from dark red to 
light, strips of white.

 Milk yield ranges from 1250 to 
1800 kgs per lactation.

 Bullocks despite lethargic and 
slow can be used for road and 
field work.



 Sahiwal Originated in 
Montgomery region of 
undivided India.

 This breed otherwise known 
as Lola (loose skin), Lambi 
Bar, Montgomery, Multani, 
Teli.

 Best indigenous dairy breed.
 Reddish dun or pale red in 

colour, sometimes flashed 
with white patches.

 Heavy breed with 
symmetrical body having 
loose skin.

 The average milk yield of this 
breed is between 1400 and 
2500 kgs per lactation.



Draught breeds of cattle
 Hallikar
 Originated from the 

former princely state of 
Vijayanagarm, presently 
part of Karnataka.

 The colour is grey or 
dark grey.

 Compact, muscular and 
medium size animal with 
prominent forehead, 
long horns and strong 
legs.

 The breed is best known 
for its draught capacity.



 Amritmahal
 Originated in Hassan,  

and Chitradurga 
district of Karnataka.

 Amiritmahals are grey 
cattle but their shade 
varies from almost 
white to near black.

 Feet and tail are 
usually black.

 Horns are long and 
end in sharp black 
points



 Khillari
 Originated from 

Sholapur and Sitapur 
districts of 
Maharashtra.

 Closely resembles 
Hallikar breed.

 Grey-white in colour.
 Long horns are 

generally black, 
sometimes pinkish.



 . Alambadi
 Originated from 

Alambadi of Dharmapuri 
district in Tamilnadu.

 Grey or dark grey in 
colour.

 White markings will be 
seen in forehead and tail.

 Horns are backward 
curving.

 It is useful in ploughing



Exotic dairy breeds of cattle
 JERSEY
 Originated from Jersey 

Island, U.K.
 In India this breed  is 

widely used in cross 
breeding with indigenous 
cows.

 The typical colour of Jersey 
cattle is reddish fawn.

 Economical producers of 
milk with 4.5% fat.

 Average milk yield is 4500 
kgs per lactation.



 Holstein Friesian
 originated from the 

northern parts of 
Netherlands, especially 
in the province of 
Friesland.

 Largest dairy breed and  
possess large udder.

 Breeds have typical 
marking of black and 
white that make them 
easily distinguishable.

 The average milk 
production of cow is 
6000 to 7000 kgs per 
lactation.



 Brown Swiss
 The mountainous 

region of Switzerland 
is the place of origin of 
Brown Swiss breed.

 Breeds are rugged in 
nature and good milk 
production.

 Average milk yield is 
5000 kgs per lactation.



 . Red Dane
 Orginated in Denmark.
 Body colour of this 

Danish breed is red, 
reddish brown or even 
dark brown.

 It is also a heavy breed;
 The lactation yield of 

Red Dane cattle varies 
from 3000 to 4000 kgs



INDIGENOUS BUFFALO BREEDS
 Murrah
 Most important breed of 

buffaloes whose home is 
Rohtak, Hisar and Sind of 
Haryana, Nabha and Patiala 
districts of Punjab and 
southern parts of Delhi state.

 Otherwise called as Delhi, 
Kundi and Kali.

 The colour is usually jet black 
with white markings on tail 
and face and extremities 
sometimes found.

 Tightly curved horn is an 
important character of this 
breed.

.

 Most efficient milk and butter 
fat producers in India.

 Butter fat content is 7.83%. 
Average lactation yield is 
varying from 1500 to 2500 kgs 
per lactation.



 The milk yield ranges from 
1000 to 1300 kgs per 
lactation.

 The peculiarity of this 
breed is very high fat 
percentage in milk (8-12per 
cent).

Surti
 Also known as Deccani, 

Gujarati, Talabda, Charator 
and Nadiadi.

 The breeding tract of this 
breed is Kaira and Baroda 
district of Gujarat.

 Coat colour varies from 
rusty brown to silver-grey.

 The horns are sickle 
shaped, moderately long 
and flat.



 The average milk yield is 1000 
to 1200 kgs per lactation.

 The bullocks are heavy and 
used for ploughing and 
carting.

 Jaffrabadi
 The breeding tract of this 

breed is Gir forests, Kutch 
and Jamnagar districts of 
Gujarat.

 This is the heaviest Indian 
breed of buffalo.

 The horns are heavy, 
inclined to droop at each 
side of the neck and then 
turning up at point 
(drooping horns).

 The udder is well 
developed with funnel 
shaped teats.



 Nili Ravi
 originated around the river 

Ravi.
 This breed is found in Sutlej 

valley in Ferozpur district of 
Punjab .

 The peculiarity of the breed 
is the wall eyes.

 Head is small, elongated.
 Horns are very small and 

tightly coiled.
 Bullocks are good for heavy 

work.
 The milk yield is 1500-1850 

kgs per lactation.



 Mehsana
 Mehsana is a dairy breed of 

buffalo found in Mehsana,  in 
Gujarat and adjoining 
Maharashtra state.

 The breed is evolved out of 
crossbreeding between the 
Surti and the Murrah.

 Body is longer than Murrah .
 The horns are less curved 

than in Murrah and are 
irregular.

 Bullocks are good for heavy 
work.

 The milk yield is 1200-1500 
kgs per lactation.
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